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I welcome the opportunity to appear before
this distinguished Committee of Congress. You have my
assurancé of the FBi's most earnest cooperation in
these proeeedings.

Let me dffiLm.thdt I shale Lie appselhension
and the sensitivity which you have expressed that any
agency of our Government might exceed, iﬁ%any manner,
the bounds of its rightful authority. .

Let me affirm as well that I also share your
strong commitmeﬁt to safeguarding the all~too-fragile
rights and freedoms that are the sacred heritage of

every Anerican.

I want to assure you that nc one is more deeply con-

cerned than I am about the serious considerations which underlie

these hearings, or more strongly aware of the important benefits

that can result from them.
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T welcome your interest; and I share your goal of
preventing any misuse of the FBI-~its investigative resources,
as well as the information in its files.

When I appeared before the Senate Judiciary
Committee in June, 1973, as Director~designate of the
FBI, I testified that I had never bowed to political
pressures; and I stated my strong conviction that the
Committee should nof confirm anyone who would bow to
such pressures,

Nineteen months have passed; and no one has
approached me--nox am I aware of any other effort, direct
or veiled, in that time--to use the FBI for partisan
political purposes.

I anm very much aware, however, of the potential
for misuse that persists. That is why I am fully dedicated
to the conscientious effort being made within the Department
of Justice, including the FBI itself, as well as by the
Congress to pinpoint areas where the Bureau is susceptible to
misuse-~-and to devise effective and lasting safeguards.

Let me assure you that I wholeheartedly endorse
the objectives that Attorney General Levi has outlined to
this Committee.

I endorse not only his objectives, but his approach.

It is a constructive approach; and the FBI will work with
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him each step of the way in carefully laying out the facts

and in analyzing them judicionsly so that defigitive guidelines
and safeguards can be déveloped where cver the need exists.

I believe in an FBI that fully justifies the
confidence and support of our Nation. .
This means an FBI that serves the American

people--all of our people--not only with skill and
determination, but with integrity and reétraint.

This means aﬁ FBI that is fair and impartial;
an FBI that honors the limits of its authority; an FBI
that genuinely safeguards civil rights.

" This means above all an FBI that is completely
imnervions to pressure or manipulation on behalf of any
special interest group.

These views coincide exactly with those of

Attorney General Levi and, I am fully confident, with those

of every member of this Conmittee as well.

They also mirror the ambitions and beliefs
of all FBI employees whom I have met in the past 19
months.

It is in this spirit--and with strong confi-
dence that these proéeedings will produce beneficial
results for the FBI itself, as well as for the American

people we serve--that I join my associates in pledging our

enthusiastic cooperation to you.




